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Board of  Directors 
President: 

Melia Reed 
President Elect: 

Mark Halleck 
VP Vocations: 

Donna Rueby 
Jim & Jennifer Stevens 

VP Membership: 
Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 

VP Programs: 
Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 

VP Communications: 
Lynn Lucas 
Mary Lou Purello 

Treasurer: 
Charlie Garland 

Secretary: 
Kay Nelson 

Chaplain: 
Father Felix Osasona 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Please join us for our annual Christmas Celebration
Monday, December 16, 2019

6:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Mass will be celebrated by Father Felix Osasona, MSP                    
At the Home of Dave & Flo Schlesinger 

2839 North Cotswald Manor Drive
The Barrington, Kingwood

Dinner following Mass at the Manor House
2700 North Cotswald Manor Drive

Barrington, Kingwood

Included: a special Serran recommitment blessing

Members cost, $17 per person, includes wine.

Please RSVP by December 1, 2019 to:
Eileen Benvegnu,

 eileenbenvegnu@yahoo.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
January 11, Town Hall Meeting at St. Mary’s Seminary -see page 6 for details 
January 27, first Serra Monthly Meeting for 2020

mailto:eileenbenvegnu@yahoo.com
mailto:eileenbenvegnu@yahoo.com
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Message from Our President

Advent blessings to you all, 

We have just begun the time in our liturgical calendar when we 
prayerfully and meditatively look forward to the coming Messiah, 
prepare for his arrival, and ask ourselves what he is calling us to do 
with and in our lives. Over the next four weeks, it is important to give 
ourselves moments of time, respites from the holiday preparations, to 
listen to what God is telling us. This is one way that we can keep the 
holy in the holly. 

As Serrans, part of this Advent journey includes remembering our priests, 
religious, deacons, and seminarians. The busyness of this season is magnified 
by the responsibilities of their parish families. Offer up kind words, offer to 
bring them a meal (Father Ralph says no sweets!), and most of all lift up their 

unspoken intentions in prayer. For the seminarians, it is final time before they begin their 
Christmas break. Remember finals? No stress there, LOL.  

We will gather on December 16 to celebrate together in special fellowship. We will 
celebrate mass and renew our commitment to supporting our priests, deacons and 
religious, promoting vocations, and growing in our personal relationship with God. 
This is the clarion call of Serra; by protecting and promoting our priests, we protect 
the Eucharist. There is no higher calling of the faithful laity.  

To serve as president for such a righteous calling, for Serra, and for you amazing 
people is a great honor. Associating with you is a privilege and has made me a better 
person.  

May Christ and his Blessed Mother, Mary, bless you, your 
families, and all those you hold dear.  

Merry Christmas. 

Melia 
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Deacon James Meshell shared a beautiful story of  a simple box.  Christ the 
Good Shepherd in Spring, not too long ago renovated their church.  They 
removed the old pews to put in new ones.   A clever parishioner took the old 
pews and created beautiful boxes with a lid.  Inside the box were placed 
rosaries.  What a beautiful gift!  Thank you Deacon Meshell for sharing. 

Dave Schlesinger, member and father of  Eileen Benvegnu, was our second 
impromptu speaker. Why would a young person want to be a religious, he asked?  
What draws them to the church? For Dave, the draw was a priest who was a 
model of  someone who showed a caring, giving soul.   
During WWII, there was a huge resurgence of  spirituality.  Families prayed 
together and many, many, came together as a community. During this time 
there was the largest growth of  those choosing priesthood.   
What we need now, are priests talking about their path to the church.  At least 
once a year, each priest should share from the pulpit their story to inspire 
young to discern to religious life.   
We, all of  us, Newman Clubs in college, families at home, need to instill the 
idea that there is something beyond every day life. 

Doug Reed reminded us  that as Serrans, we are called to Holiness.  He 
shared a reading from a recent retreat: 

Psalm 139:13-18 

Truly you have formed my inmost being; 
you knit me in my mother’s womb. 

I give you thanks that I am fearfully; 
 wonderfully made;  
  wonderful are your works.  

My soul also you knew full well; 
nor was my frame unknown to you 

When I was made in secret; 
when I was fashioned in the depths 

of  the earth. 
Your eyes have seen my actions; 

in your book they are all written; 
my days were limited before one of  them existed. 

How weighty are your designs, O God; 
how vast the sum of  them! 

Were I to recount them, they would outnumber the sands; 
did I reach the end of  them, I should still be with you. 

Pray for Seminarian Patrick O’Brien who was forced to cancel his appearance to this meeting due to illness from a mission trip in 
Mexico.  Thanks to these three men who stepped in at the last minute.
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

Father Felix and guests.  WelcomeAllison, Ed and Ghost!

Theo, Past Serran President, visiting his 
Humble friend, traveled from New Orleans
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N e w s w o r t h y

To Register:  https://web.cvent.com/event/
f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/

summary

CHRISTMAS is a special time to think of  the Seminarians and Postulant from our Club’s 
parishes.  

The Serra Club Northeast of  Houston would like to send each of  them a Christmas gift as we 
have done in the past.  

Jim and Jennifer Stevens will be collecting cash donations throughout the month of  November. 
The club is suggesting $25 in cash or check made out to Serra NE of  Houston, (rather than a gift card). 

You can send your contribution to : 
Jim and Jennifer Stevens, 1303 Royal Sands Lane, Kingwood, TX 77345 

Please pray for these religious as they discern God’s call:  
Postulant Christina Ann Girau, Brother Danilo Alves de Lima, Luis Gonzalez, Jeremy Mann,  

Frater Lazarus (McDonald), Patrick O’Brien, Jacob Ramirez,  Jose “J” Serrato 

M e m b e r s h i p  C o m m i t t e e  a t  w o r k  a t  S t .  D o m i n i c

m a r k  y o u r  c a l e n d a r s  f o r  t h i s  e v e n t

https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary
https://web.cvent.com/event/f35e9e7b-49af-4d02-b64f-0a0b096c9fb4/summary


!6

WHO ARE THE VOCATION DIRECTORS THAT THE 7 SERRANS ARE PRAYING FOR?  7 Serrans are a group devoting just 
one hour once a week, dedicating a prayer for these men.  Remember the prayer time, can be during your normal 

prayer time.   Interested in the group?  Contact Diddy Muck, 281-615-2015

Father Dodson, is currently the Vocation Director for the diocese of  Burlington, Vermont.  
He graduated from Concordia University in Montreal in 2004 with B.A.  in history and a 
minor in theology.  He entered Mount St. Mary’s Seminary in 2005 and completed his 
pre-theology studies in 2007. Afterwards, he attended the Pontifical University of  St. 
Thomas Aquinas and completed a graduate degree in spiritual theology. 
After his ordination on June 25, 2011, Father Dodson served as a parochial vicar at Christ 
the King parish in Rutland, St. Patrick Parish in Wallingford, Our Lady of  the Mountains 
in Killington, and served as chaplain and faculty member at Mount St. Joseph Academy in 
Rutland. 

The Rev. Michael T. Casey was born and raised in Waterbury, CT.  He is a graduate of  
St. Charles Borromeo College Seminary in Philadelphia and the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome.  Fr. Casey was ordained a priest on May 11, 2013, and the 
following year remained in Rome to complete a license in moral theology.  
Since his return home, Fr. Casey has served at St. James Parish in Manchester, the 
Basilica of  the Immaculate Conception in Waterbury, and most recently at the 
Cathedral of  St. Joseph in Hartford.  In January of  2018, he assumed the role of  
Director of  Vocations for the Archdiocese of  Hartford, which he will hold in addition to 
his duties as pastor of  St. Francis of  Assisi and chaplain to Central Connecticut State 
University.  

Father Sean Magaldi, grew up on Long Island, New York, He graduated from Adelphi 
University in 2009 with a bachelor’s degree in communications and a concentration in film and 
video production.  While there he helped establish the Newman Center.  He entered the 
seminary in August, 2010.  “The priesthood was something that I started thinking about in high 
school,” said Father Magaldi.  “Throughout college it was in the back of  my mind, but I wasn’t 
ready to take the next step to enter the seminary.  After graduating from college, I started 
working as a Catholic Campus Minister at Hofstra University.  Working with the students at 
Hofstra helped me realize that God was calling me to be a priest and I needed to enter the 
seminary.” He was ordained in 2015 and serves as Associate Pastor of  St. Patrick’s in Smithtown 
and Vocations Director of  the Diocese of  Rockville Center, NY

Father Richard McNeillie, director of  the Office of  Vocations, grew up attending 
Catholic schools in Houston, but didn’t consider a becoming a priest at that time. 
“I grew up in Houston and went to St. Vincent de Paul and Strake Jesuit, but I really 
didn’t discern my vocation until I got to college,” he said. While attending St. Louis 
University, Father McNeillie was encouraged to seek God’s call in his life. 
“I met a group of  friends who encouraged me to think about the meaning of  life and 
what I was doing and what God was calling me to do. I had this really great friend who 
is also priest now in Minneapolis-St. Paul, but he was sort of  antagonistic. He would 
just ask me, ‘why aren’t you a priest?’” he said. 
As the director of  the Office of  Vocations, Father McNeillie now has the opportunity to 
help others discern God’s call in their lives. 
“I’m a priest not just because this is what fills me,” he said, “but because I want to help 
other people find that happiness, to find that call and live it.”

http://www.houstonvocations.com/
http://www.houstonvocations.com/
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Sunday, Dec. 1, St. Mary speaker Series, 6:30 p.m. 
• Tues. Dec. 10, Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Dec. 13, Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Thurs. Dec. 19, Outreach Mass, St. Leo the Great, 2131 Lauder Rd.  8:00 a.m. (wear Serra Shirt) 
• Monday, Dec. 16, Serra Christmas Meeting, at the Barrington, 6:30 p.m. Please RSVP 
• Wednesday. Dec. 25,  Happy Birthday Jesus 
• Sat. Jan. 11, Vocations Town Hall Meeting, 9:00 a.m., St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Jan. 16-19, Serra Rally, Ventura, CA.  complete information:https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/

December Birthdays  
8 - Sem. Jose J Serrato, St. Mary’s 
Seminary 
9 - Sr. Angel Teresa, Discalced Carmelite Monestary 
12 - Sr. Julianne Sandoval, Martha’s Kitchen 
16 - Tom Angelino 
16 - Jack Ward 
17 - Bruce Farmer 
18 - Fr. David Angelino, St. Jerome Catholic Community 
22 - Fr. Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle 
25 -Happy Birthday Jesus 
27 - Deacon James Meshell, St. Mary Magdalene 
29 - Rodney Williamson

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 

marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org 
https://serra10.com 

STILL looking for 
a backup as 
newspaper editor.  
Will train. 
contact, Mary lou, 
marylou0038@icloudcom

December Anniversaries of Ordination 

Father Ralph  Roberts, Dec. 12, St. Martha 
Rev. Msgr.  Chester Borski, Dec. 21, St. 

Mary’s Seminary 

https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
https://serraus.org/serra-rally-2020/
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

Every single person has a mission:  to be a conduit of the divine grace into the world.  
Planted in God…they are meant to bring forth the fruits of love, peace, compassion, 
justice, non-violence.   

Bishop Robert Barron

“Each time you let God love others through your faith it is 
Christmas time each time you smile at someone and offer him 
your hand and heart.”


https://futureofworking.com/20-best-catholic-christmas-card-sayings/

The Meaning of  Christmas 
Author Unknown 

Far away in Bethlehem, a baby boy was born, 
Born with neither riches, nor with fame, 
Yet wise men came from all around to bring Him their gifts, 
And peace was felt by all who heard His name. 
Angels watched him as he slept, and gently rocked His bed, 
Their voices singing softly in His ear; 
His mother and his father both gave thanks to God above 
For the greatest gift of  all, their Son, so dear. 
They knew His life upon this earth would not be filled with wealth, 
They also knew He would encounter strife; 
But most of  all, they knew that He would be a loving Child, 

And teach the love of  God throughout His life.
At Christmas we celebrate this birth of  Jesus Christ, 
Let’s keep in mind the truth of  Christmas Day; 
For it’s not the Christmas wrappings, nor not the gifts that lie within, 
But our gift of  love to others in every way… 

https://www.loveliveson.com/christian-christmas-poems/#ChristianChristmasPoemsForChurchServicesanchor


